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NEIGHBOURHOOD BARBEQUE PROJECT 

Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [12.52 pm]: The City of Joondalup has undertaken a truly creative initiative 
to bring neighbours together to help curb antisocial behaviour within the city. It is called the neighbourhood 
barbecue project. The idea behind the program is to assist neighbours to get to know each other. Organising a 
barbeque in the street is a great opportunity for neighbours to meet and spend time together. This initiative will 
assist the community to find out how well they know their neighbours, increase opportunities for residents to 
look out for one another and their property, and reconnect vulnerable and socially isolated people to the 
community. It will also help parents get to know each other’s children when they are at play or on the streets, 
which will increase the safety of the children. The initiative will provide teenagers with an opportunity to meet 
with residents whom they might not have otherwise met and create a new cohort of groups. The city is placing 
residents who host a neighbourhood barbecue between October and December into a draw to win a fantastic 
prize valued at $300. Julie Forrester from the City of Joondalup, who coordinated the neighbourhood barbeque 
project, outlined to me the very successful trial of the project that the city has already introduced into 20 streets. 
As part of the program, the city provides face-to-face support and promotion, invitations, a sports bag full of 
equipment on a loan basis for people to use on the day and an incentive prize of a barbeque each month for 
participating communities. Bunnings has been a great supporter by providing barbecue prizes. I commend Julie 
and the team at the City of Joondalup for being proactive in reconnecting residents in their local streets and in 
the community. 
 


